
 
 1 

 
 
 BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
 
 March 7, 2011   7:00 P.M.   Conference Room (Dorm) 
 
 
The regular meeting of the Board of Trustees of Thompson Falls School District #2 
was called to order by Chairman Sandra Muster at 7:00 p.m. with Trustees Lance 
Pavlik, Chris Gross, Holly Hedley, and Melissa Wilson; Superintendent Jerry Pauli; 
Principals Don Jensen, Tom Holleran, and Maureen Simonson; Student 
Representative Nicole Ribeiro; District Clerk Gayle Munson,  present.  Visitors 
present as per attached list.  
 
Lance Pavlik made a motion, seconded by Melissa Wilson, to approve the agenda.  
Unanimous. 
 
The minutes of February 7, 2011, were approved as presented. 
 
Under comments for public input, Sandra Muster explained that comments could 
only address non-agenda items and could not involve personnel.  It was also 
explained how an item could be placed on the Board Agenda. 
 
Pat Crowder noted that the sign across the driving entrance to the elementary school 
should be made more visible.   
 
Dr. Pauli reported on student enrollment and noted that the numbers are the most 
consistent that they have ever been. 
 
Dr. Pauli, Sandra Muster, Melissa Wilson, and Chris Gross will be attending “The 
Day of Advocacy” in Helena March 13th & 14th to meet with legislators on education 
issues.   
 
Discussion was held concerning the FM radio station.  Dr. Pauli noted that no 
financial support has been offered from any community entity.  The cost to bring the 
station on line is between $15,000 and $20,000 and the annual costs would run 
around $5,000 to $10,000.  He also expressed concern that new technology will 
make the need for an FM station obsolete.  The district has until the middle of May 
before the license is lost.  Dr. Pauli will continue to visit with Cody Best and the issue 
will be brought back to the Board.     
 
Maureen, Tom, and Don reported on activities at their buildings.  (See attached 
information.)  Tom also reported on the Indian Ed conference and the “Montana K-12 
Content Standards Frameworks”.  (attached)  Jerry explained how the integration of 
Indian Education is approached and the plans that the district is currently using and 
will be using to be accountable to the legislative mandate.         
 
Nicole Ribeiro reported on student council activity at the high school. 
 
Dr. Pauli reported that the generator for the biomass boiler as discussed last month 
has a higher estimated cost than expected as it had to use a three phase electrical 
system.  He also noted that the biomass engineer, Tom Javins, was consulted and 
said that safety was not an issue should a power outage occur.  As the cost would 
be around $18,000 the project will be postponed. 
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Lance Pavlik made a motion, seconded by Melissa Wilson, to approve for final 
reading District Policies 3340, 3510 with the noted changes, and 5430 - all regarding 
tobacco use.  Unanimous.  Dr. Pauli reminded the audience that all policies are on 
the district website at www.thompsonfalls.net.   
 
Don Jensen introduced six students who wanted to address the Board concerning 
an event that took place after the district basketball tournament.  A written apology 
was read to the Board expressing regret for the inappropriate actions that had 
started as a practical joke.  The Board thanked the students for owning up to their 
mistake and for having the courage to come forward in a public manner to apologize.  
 
Tyler Arlint presented information regarding his technology survey to the Board.  
(See attached information.) 
 
Dr. Pauli noted the staff resignations of 1st grade teacher Nancy Haynes and district 
teacher aide Eileen Garrison.  Neither vacated position will be filled.   
 
Chris Gross made a motion seconded by Melissa Wilson, to approve the one non 
resident student application as listed.  Unanimous.  Dr. Pauli reviewed the statistics 
for the non-resident students.  (attached handout) 
 
Dr. Pauli reviewed the accreditation standards for administrators and the impact this 
could have for the 2012-13 school year.  See attached information.  He also noted 
that the district has a challenge with the facilities and lower class sizes as closing 
one of the buildings on the elementary/junior high campus creates unusual problems 
due to the way the rooms are organized in each building. 
 
Holly Hedley made a motion, seconded by Melissa Wilson, to adopt the resolution as 
attached calling for the annual election to be held on Tuesday, May 3, 2011, for the 
purpose of election of two trustees, each for a three-year term and one trustee for a 
one-year term, with the polls to be open between 8:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m.; Linda 
Rocheleau, Jan Jorgensen, Joyce LaFriniere, Deborah Gaydos, or other qualified 
judges if those named are unable to fill the position to be appointed as election 
judges.  The polling site will be the Thompson Falls Community Center (polling place 
used for the general election).  Unanimous. 
 
The district’s audit report for the fiscal year ended June 30, 2010, as prepared by 
Denning, Downey & Associates, P.C., CPA was provided to the Board. 
 
Melissa Wilson made a motion, seconded by Lance Pavlik, to pay the March bills 
and accept the financial reports.  Unanimous. 
 
There being no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 8:35 p.m.  
The next regular meeting of the Board will be held Monday, April 4, 2011, beginning 
at 7:00 p.m. in the Conference room of the Dorm Building. 
  
Respectfully submitted, 
 
______________________________________ 
Gayle Munson, District Clerk                                                   
 
 
Approved April 4, 2011 
 
_______________________________________ 
Sandra Muster, Chairman, Board of Trustees  

http://www.thompsonfalls.net/

